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September 2020




The new academic year 2020-2021 starts in the Kingdom of Bahrain as the world

continues to grapple with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

These guidelines have been developed to support educational institutions in
providing a safe learning environment for students returning to school . Each

educational institution has to assign a trained team to monitor and enforce

precautionary health protocols outlined in this document . These guidelines clarify

a range of core issues pertaining to teaching and learning and provides further

useful and practical information in the appendices.
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Physical Infra structure

All educational institutions must:

be disinfected before the return of staff and students.

assess and reorganise their space as appropriate, to ensure a minimum of 1.5

metre between individuals.

utilize premises, such as learning resources centers, labs and auditoriums, as
teaching venues to ensure minimum distancing measures are met (high

density schools).

display posters containing Covid-19 precautionary advice at visible locations

throughout the facilities.

allocate a separate room or building with an external entrance to

communicate with parents whenever necessary.

allocate an isolation place for suspected in fections amongst administrative

and teaching staff or students.

ensure that where possible buildings are separated as independent units that
do not mix with each other and further, students are split into fixed bubbles

that do not mix with other bubbles.
shut unused facilities, such as prayer venues, pools and changing rooms.

use outdoor open air safe spaces, while maintaining mandatory social
distancing, and postpone activities and collective games until further notice.
Open air equipment may be used, once cleaned and sterilized properly after

use.
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Clinics / Nurses Rooms

All educational institutions must:

1

allocate a nurses room and provide a nurse or an employee tasked to promote health

and safety, raise (COVID19) awareness, highlight infection risks and preventative

measures and take necessary actions for suspected cases.

2

ensure the readiness of nurses rooms and provide accurate thermometers to record

the temperature of all individuals entering the premises.

3

ensure nurses room staff attend COVID-19 training sessions .

S

allocate a place to isolate cases suspected of showing COVID-19 symptoms.
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Buses

All educational institutions must:

assign a supervisor to each bus to monitor students and ensure full

adherence to mandatory precautionary health and safety protocols .

operate buses at half capacity to ensure social distancing a nd display

signs to guide students to appropriately spaced seats.

checkt uvefout! ! ufnqfsbuvsf! cfgpsf!c

whose temperature is 37.5 °C or above from boarding.

maintain the mandatory social / physical distancing (at least a 1.5-metre)
between students when boarding the bus and disembarking.

provide sanitizers and disinfectants on board each bus.

advise private transportation and bus companies to disinfect the vehicles

on daily basis and ensure those buses are only used to transport students.

keep a daily record featuring the names of all bus passengers as part of

the daily transport itinerary.
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Students

All students must :

1

bring their own meals and water, taking into account health and preventative

requirements, in case their educational institutions shut restaurants or cafeterias.

2

remain on the premises during recess, staying within their unit or bubble .

3

maintain physical / social distancing (a minimum of 1.5 -metre) and wear face masks

for students from grade 7 onwards (except special education students).

<

maintain hygiene and preventative behaviors against infectious diseases, such as

washing and sanitizing hands and covering the mouth a nd nose when sneezing. u
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Personnel

1

Educational staff shall attend remote training programmes on monitoring
and dealing with cases of infection, as well as close contacts cases.
Educational staff are required to wear face masks and gloves, and to

adhere to mandatory health rules and guidelines.

Seating arrangements for the educational staff should adhere to the

minimum 1.5 metre social distancing guideline.

Meetings shall be held remotely by means of visual communication

technique.

Educational staff m ust download the Be Aware application.

Parents

Parents must:

allow only one member of the family to accompany the student at the time
of pick-up or drop off. Elderly or vulnerable individuals with chronic
medical conditions should not accompany students at any time, in

compliance with the mandatory precauti onary measures.

refrain from entering the educational premises. A separate room or
building with an external entrance must be allocated to communicate with

parents when necessary.

communicate with the educational institution via telephones or electronic

means and platforms.
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Admission

Admission procedures must be processed electronically. Students must be

transferred between schools through the Student Transfer Service.

Payment

Benefit Pay, Bwallet, by bank transfers or other electroni c applications should

be used to pay fees to private schools and higher education institutions .

Learning Materials

Commitment to health and safety conditions when handing over books to
students, while avoiding the distribution of any additional paper publications to
limit the spread of infection.

Private schools -with regard to the four national curricula - should make use of
the digital books and all the digital educational content uploaded on the

Fevdbujpobm! Njojt stz (https://Wwg.mge.ddv.bhin! orx f ¢

educational portal (https://edunet.bh/).



https://www.moe.gov.bh/
file:///C:/Users/Nadia%20Almeraisi/Desktop/دليل%20العودة%20إلى%20المدارس%20والجامعات/educational%20portal%20(https:/edunet.bh/)
file:///C:/Users/Nadia%20Almeraisi/Desktop/دليل%20العودة%20إلى%20المدارس%20والجامعات/educational%20portal%20(https:/edunet.bh/)
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Entrance and Exit

Schools must:

assign a team to manage the entry and exits of students to avoid

overcrowding, gatherings and to ensure unused facilities remain closed.

ensure that everyone entering the educational institution buildings wears

a face mask and uses hand sanitizer at the entrance.

record the temperature of all individuals entering the premises and deny

entry to anyone whose temperature is 37.5 °C or above.

ensure that there are appropriate staggered entry and exit timings to
avoid overcrowding and maintain social distancing at minimum of 1.5 -

metre between individuals.

allocate specific places and times that do not exceed 10 minutes for
families to pick up and drop off their children in order to avoid any
interaction or overcrowding and maintain physical distancing, with f ull

commitment to wearing protective face masks all the time.

allocate timings outside official working hours for the maintenance work
and the delivery of goods, materials and parcels at a specific designated

area to reduce contact between individuals.

eodpvsbhf! uif! tgsbzjoh! pg! tuvef ol

disinfectants upon their arrival in the schools.
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Organising students

Schools must:

1

display clear visual clear signs the ground indicating safe physical / social

distancing intervals.

maintain physical/social d istancing in all common areas, by keeping the 1.5

metre distance and avoiding queuing.

ensure bathrooms are not overcrowded by limiting the number of students

using them at the same time .

ensure that there are visible guides to appropriate social distancing
intervals placed on the ground in all elevators, indicating the correct spots,

and elevator users must abide by these signs.

close all showers and changing rooms and ensure that students attend
school in appropriate sportswear on days the y have physical education

classes.

request students and teachers to bring their own stationery materials and
devices, such as laptops, tablets, headsets and not share these materials

between individuals.
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ensure that students not share their food or drinks. The educational
7 institution should monitor precautionary measures when providing and

distributing meals through an accredited contractor.

8 distribute students into fixed groups or bubbles such that they only mix

within their own bubble s and not with other students.

9 ensure that each bubble is be kept together whenever possible, taking into

account the following:

Q Ensure students remain in the same small learning group all the
time every school day. Different groups of students must not mix
during the school day or in the following days

Q Ensure teachers and cadres who deal with each learning group
remain unchanged, whether during the school day or in the
subsequent school days.

Glnter-dmbt t! njyjoh! pg! tuvefout!
curricula requiring interclass mixing, students must remainin a
specific classroom with teachers rotating instead of them.

Q Allocate a specific seat and table for each student. Switching
seating places or exchanging chairs is not allowed.
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Schools are required to:

ki fq! sfdpset! pg!fngmpzfif

names, mobile phone numbers and dates of visits, 2
in case close contact tracing with these persons

becomes necessary. Employees' work records

shall include accurate information, which can be

used in tracing contact cases.

start -right from the beginning of the school year
2 - collecting disclosure forms about students and
fngmpzfft!!lifbmui! tubuv

be prepared and provided to them.

adopt a strategy to encourage paperless work and 3
increase reliance on technology in the delivery of
administrative and educational services to reduce

contact.

5 maintain a daily record, in which all bus
passengers are registered during the scheduled

daily transport trips, including absences.
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Hygiene and Saniti zation

Provide sanitization materials and tools in all classes, bathrooms and all
other facilities.

Monitor the compliance of cleaning companies with procedures,

including the provision of sufficient numbers of workers to clean a nd
disinfect toilets regularly after each use and sterilize classrooms and
facilities daily, once everyone has left.

Provide foot -operated lid-fitted waste bins in classrooms and facilities.

Conduct a complete sterilization of all areas and surfaces, especially
those frequently used, such as door handles, elevator buttons and
appliances. Complete sterilization should also be carried out at the end
of each school day.

Comply with all cleaning regulations and avoid using products bearing
"warning"og ! dzd pssptj wf LI tjhot! bt! uifz!
and individuals suffering from respiratory or other illnesses. Detergents
and sterilizers should not be mixed tog ether under any circumstances

Encourage strict hand washing routines and allow students adequate
breaks to do that. Children who cannot wash their hands shall be helped.

Ensure hand sanitizers are distributed in all school buildings and areas,
and avoid keeping within reach of children. All types of sterilizers used
have to be approved.

Schools should ventilate areas by using natural ventilation, such as
window opening or ventilation un its.
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Screening and Case Detection 23

1 In case a student, a visitor, or a member of the administrative or teaching
staff is suspected of having (COVID-19) symptoms, the school's health and
safety officer should notify the administration quickly to take action and
contact the hotline 444.

1 Class teachers shall refer any student showing (COVID-19) symptoms (such
as cough, body aches, fatigue, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat,
diarrhea, headache, or loss of sense of smell or taste) immediately to the
nurse or health and safety officer to unde rgo the necessary checks in
accordance with the approved protocols.

1 Symptomatic students, teachers and other staff should be required to abide
by the mandatory stay-at-home policy when feeling sick.

Call 444 if you experience
Coronavirus related symptoms
and follow the instructions
given
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Emergency Plan
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The nurse or health and safety employee must be assigned to deal with emergency
cases, ensure the follow-up, monitor the implementation of precautionary health and
safety measures, and carry out the necessary training to enhance the awareness of
students and teaching staff, in addition to monitoring the designated isolation room.

In case of emergency, such as a suspected infected student or a member of the
administrative or teaching staf f, the nurse or health and safety employee must
implement the approved guidelines for dealing with such cases:

0 isolate the suspected case immediately.
o inform the administration.

o inform the guardian and to take necessary measures, if the suspected case
is a student.

Anyone infected with (COVID-19) should not be allowed to return to school before
obtaining a clearance certificate from competent health authorities as evidence that
they are free of the disease. In case the patient tests negative after the first
examination, then they must observe quarantine according to the period prescribed by
the competent health authorities.

In case the lab test is positive, all the school personnel who have had contact with the
infected patient have to be traced to under go medical screening.

Sterilization procedures must be followed, in compliance with the approved guidelines,
including all facilities used by the infected patient and the isolationr oom where he had
waited to be transferred.

In case that a student, visitor, or member of the administrative or teaching staff is
confirmed to be infected with (COVID -19) according to the result issued by accredited
health authority, then the infected patient must not be allowed to return to the
educational institution unless he has completed the mandatory isolation or quarantine
period.

Each school must fully adhere to tracing procedures and supply the relevant health
authorities with data and records pertaining to cases of potential contact with
confirmed infected cases.



School and Academic
Calendar
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School and Academic Calendar

Schools must:

draw up a flexible and tight calendar, taking into consideration the 1

applicable scenario (to cover 180 days f or schools).

2 possible review of the calendar in line with health protocols and

according to developments.

in case schools have delayed their start or have re-closed after 4
opening, alternative plans will be drawn up, according to the

evolution of the epidemiological situation.

4 holidays can be shrunk in order to provide enough school days to

meet students' core competencies .

suvefout!!joufsobm! boe! fyuf s dr 5

with the precautionary measures to limit the spread of (COVID -19).



Teaching and Learning
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Teaching and Learning

1 Preschool education remains an option for the parent. In ¢ ase registration is
open for nurseries and kindergartens, it shouldbe c bt f e! po! gbsf o
and decision first and foremost.

1 Draw up plans that include teaching and learning scenarios (classroom
learning, online learning and the hybrid-learning format ).

1 Develop control procedures to ensure the quality of online learning, along
with guidelines and protocols for monitoring and evaluation.

1 Dedicate the beginingpg! ui f ! ufsn! up! sfwjtftuif!
ensure students are ready for the new academic year.
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Classroom Learning and Online Learning
for all Schools / Universities

Learning scenarios should be chosen in accordance with
circumstances and developments, as each scenario has its pros and
cons.

The primary criterion for choosing a learning scenario is essentially

the safety of student s and teaching and administrative staff.

Provision of human resources, academic facilities and all
requirements for any scenario has to be approved by the higher
authorities.




